
Resilient communities: 
meeting the challenge of 
being at the margins – 
launch event

Introducing separate yet complementary 
indexes – the Wales Community Assets 
Index (WCAI) and the Wales Community 
Resilience Index (WCRI)



• BCT works with many isolated communities with low levels of 
community assets through the Invest Local Programme.

• Universal experience of groups in Invest Local is the importance of 
people having access to spaces and local facilities offering both 
support and opportunities.  

• Work has taken place against the challenging backdrops of 
sustained austerity, Covid-19 and cost-of-living-crisis.

• The research builds on these experiences, previous attempts to 
map community assets in Wales and Left Behind: Understanding 
communities on the edge.

Background to BCT’s work



2 indexes and a suite of resources, 
including the complete dataset and 

recommendations for decision-
makers

What are we publishing?



• Asset-based by design – measuring the strengths of communities and
  and presence of community infrastructure, as opposed to what is absent.
• Uses MSOAs as the geographical measure.
• Brings together 20 different indicators under 3 new domain headings.
• Scores and ranks each of the 410* MSOAs in Wales.
• A rank of 1 indicates low provision of community infrastructure and weaker 

resilience, whereas a rank of 410 indicates stronger provision of community 
infrastructure and greater resilience.

* the indexes rely on 2011 census data when there were 410 MSOAs in Wales. In the 2021 update this 
was reduced to 408.

Methodology











102 areas in the WCRI are categorised as Less Resilient Areas (LRAs). LRAs 
are areas within the top 25% of the WCAI (ranks 1-102)..

LRAs are categorised as areas experiencing the dual disadvantage of:
high levels of deprivation; and community infrastructure challenges.

In essence: LRAs are areas with fewer community and civic assets 
experiencing relative isolation and low levels of participation, alongside 
significant deprivation.

Less Resilient Areas





What do we mean by resilience?



Notes of caution

MSOAs – there is ambiguity over this as a geographical measure, but 

overall it's considered an appropriate measure for indicators used, due to its 
relatively uniform size and the availability of data sources.

Density measures – both indexes rely on density measures irrespective 

of usage rates or the range of opportunities resulting from the existence of 
the civic asset.

Contextual blindness – the indexes were not designed to examine 

contextual factors such as particular demographic groups accessing the 
assets or additional barriers that some people might face e.g. accessibility or 
affordability.



Findings



• A surprisingly strong link between the Wales Community Assets 
Index (WCAI) and the WIMD.

• Many of the areas with fewest assets experience characteristics 
of peripherality, despite being relatively close to urban centres.

• Notable how many more rural areas of Wales suffered less from 
some of the impacts of peripherality than outlying housing 
estates and former mining areas.

Overview



• People in LRAs are more likely to live in social rented housing than in 
other parts of Wales but are also more likely to own their own homes 
than in Other Deprived Areas.

• A higher proportion of people in LRAs reside in post-war housing, with 
more than 30% of dwellings built between 1945 and 1972.

• By contrast, there are few houses built this millennium in LRAs. This 
reflects the perceptions of developers and planners that fewer people 
want to live in LRAs, and the limited availability of land in some areas.

Housing



• Substantially fewer local jobs (and especially local skilled jobs) available in LRAs 
compared with Wales average. This is almost certainly a result of their 
peripherality, but emphasises the need for good transport to central areas, 
especially given relatively low rates of car ownership.

• Working age population is far less qualified than Welsh average – with over a 
third of adults with no qualifications and evidence of outmigration of better 
qualified young people .

• The average annual household income in LRAs is more than £3,800 below the 
Welsh national average (once housing costs are taken into account).

• People in LRAs are more likely to experience wider worklessness than other parts 
of Wales: many people who are out of work are not receiving benefits and many 
people are not working due to health  issues or caring roles.

Economy and Employment



• Residents of LRAs can expect to live shorter, less healthy 
lives, than the average across Wales. Life expectancy in 
LRAs is 76 years, with a healthy life expectancy of 64 years, 
compared with 78 and 68 years respectively across Wales.

• More than one-in-four people in LRAs have a long-term 
illness, higher than across Other Deprived Areas 
(22%)  and Wales as a whole (22.7%) with mental health 
issues especially prevalent.

Health



• LRAs have relatively high levels of community-based assets 
compared to Welsh average but fewer volunteers to run them.

• LRAs have far fewer charities than other parts of Wales and 
secure far less charitable funding despite the presence of “cold 
spots” being identified by independent funders for   over 15 
years.

• Much larger proportion of children living in poverty are in LRAs 
than in other parts of Wales.

Community and Services



Many of the challenges facing LRAs are a result 
of   economic peripherality.

However, they have been exacerbated by:

• Centralisation of services due to austerity
• Poor transport connections
• Poor urban design and planning.

Conclusions – how have we got here?



• Many of the holes in social infrastructure in LRAs are being 
filled by community organisations – despite limited funding.

• Policy makers trying to tackle key social issues – especially 
child poverty and mental health – need to recognise the 
relative isolation and low levels of assets that many people 
they are trying to support experience.

• Further austerity will make things worse…

Conclusions – what’s next?





Where can you find our research?

www.bct.wales/wcai



Questions?



Gwenlli Evans

Croeso i...



Sarah Griffiths

Welcome to...



Questions?



Diolch am ymuno â ni heddiw

Thank you for joining us today


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27

